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or organisation without prior permission of the author. Opinions expressed in the publication are those of 

the individual contributor and may not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and 
Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.  

Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles. 
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General Meetings are held at the Carrara Community Centre, Nielsens Rd, Carrara (Exit 73) 
 

 

Apr 12

Apr 13 Mudgeeraba Street Party - Display & Sales

Apr 12, 13

Apr 26

May 8, 9 & 10 Southport Park - Display and Sales

May 18 Member's Bus Trip - Stops at Caboolture & Mt Gravatt

May 24

May 29 & 30 Mudgeeraba Market - Display and Sales

June 12 & 13 Helensvale Plaza - Display and Sales

June 28

Feature Speaker - 'Miniature aloes and others.' with Peter Wright

AND…Learning with Gloria  - at 1130am…new to broms, ask Gloria!

J

General Meeting - Carrara Community Centre

Plant Sales:  12:00 pm     Meeting:  1:00 pm to 3:30 pm   (QLD Times)

Main Event - Cryptanthus with Rick Cairns

BSQ - Bromeliad Society QLD - Autumn Show & Sale

Brisbane Table Tennis Centre, 68 Green Tce, Windsor

Plant Sales:  12:00 pm     Meeting:  1:00 pm to 3:30 pm   (QLD Times)

Main Event - 'Seed Growing Journey' with Rick Cairns

Feature Speaker - Intergeneric bromeliads with Kerry Tate

AND...John Catlan Says….and raffles and refreshments and fun!

Plant Sales:  12:00 pm     Meeting:  1:00 pm to 3:30 pm   (QLD Times)

General Meeting - Carrara Community Centre

Feature Speaker - The 3 x J's present 'the Trials & Tribulations of Taking 

Terrific Shots' (That's John, Julie & Jennifer!)

AND…Learning with Gloria  - at 1130am…new to broms, ask Gloria!

General Meeting - Carrara Community Centre

Main Event - George Stamatis will  show and tell  about Alcantarea

2014 Bromeliad & Succulent Autumn Expo            9am-3pm
Carrara Community Centre, Nielsens Rd, Motorway Exit # 73

Large range of bromeliads, succulents & tropical plants on display 

and FOR SALE - cash only. Raffle, Refreshments, Gold Coin Entry

Cent Auction Day!!

Dates for your Diary! 
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UPCOMING   SPEAKER   AND   MEETING   PROGRAMS 

MARCH - General Meeting - Saturday 22nd 

MAIN EVENT: Barry Genn will be our main speaker on the topic of 
Tillandsias. He will have plants to show and some of his own 
Tillandsia Hybrids. He will also have plants for sale. 

FEATURE EVENT: Kathleen Henderson will talk to us about 
preparing & presenting our plants for the April Expo Popular Vote 
competition. 

APRIL  12  -  Bromeliad  &  Succulent  Autumn  Expo 
Be there or be square. All information is available in this issue - bring a friend or seven! 

APRIL - General Meeting - Saturday 26th 

MAIN EVENT: George Stamatis will deliver a presentation on Alcantarea. How they are 
identified, where they come from and how they grow in the wild, and the variety of species 
that exist. He will also discuss how to use them in landscaping, how to grow them and what 
is available in Australia. George will also have plants for sale. 

FEATURE EVENT: The 3 Js (John, Julie & Jennifer) will talk about the ‘trials and tribulations 
of taking terrific shots’ - photographic that is! 

MAY - General Meeting - Saturday 24th 

MAIN EVENT: ‘Seed Growing Journey’ by Rick 
Cairns. Rick has been a hobby grower of all types 
of Bromeliads since 2005 and commenced growing 
Bromeliads from seed in 2008. Rick’s presentation 
is designed to show how easy it is to grow 
Bromeliads from seed and to encourage others to try. Pitched at a novice seed grower level, 
it should answer a lot of the How, What, Where and Why questions that new seed growers 
may have.  

FEATURE EVENT: Kerry Tate will talk to us about the cross breeds of the bromeliad world - 
intergeneric plants. 

JUNE - General Meeting - Saturday 28th 

MAIN EVENT: Doug Cross will discuss Cryptanthus and show us 
some of his hybrids. 

FEATURE EVENT: Peter Wright will talk on ‘Miniature aloes and 
others…’ from the succulent world. 
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lants of the Month.  

Members are encouraged to bring their specimens of these plants to the applicable month's 
meeting for brag/show and tell. Plants do not have to be in flower, we also grow for foliage! 
 

March Tillandsia, Vriesea & any Succulent 

April Alcantarea, Cryptanthus, Neoregelia & any Succulent 

May Bromeliad Intergenerics, Guzmania & any Succulent 

June Quesnelia, Tillandsia & any Succulent 

July Dyckia, Hechtia, Puya & any Succulent 

August Aechmea, Orthophytum & any Succulent 

September Billbergia, Vriesea & any Succulent 

October Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any Succulent 

November Any Bromeliad genus not previously featured & any Succulent. 

 

  Well done and congratulations to Andrew & Anna Cervenjak (also new members) 

for correctly identifying last edition’s Quiz as Neo. Perfection. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
V. Tasman Rose 

by Monica Mead 
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Shane Says… 

Greetings and welcome to Autumn. 

It is such a dry time we are all having 

up and down the Coast. I am sure we 

all long for a week of good steady 

soaking RAIN…..please! 

 

 

Hopefully you find this another jam packed edition with informative & useful information. If you 

would like to contribute anything please forward to Jeanette (editor) or myself – I know I ask that 

all the time; but it’s rare that anyone does. Pictures are most welcome! 

 

I am thrilled that Greg Aizlewood’s nomination was accepted unanimously by all in attendance at 

our February general meeting. Greg is a wonderful asset to our Society and I now know that I can 

now chuck a sickie on a 4th Sat and Greg can capably use the microphone! 

 

Plans are well and truly in place for our Expo on April 12th. All the information you need in this 

edition, if not please contact myself. If you can help: watch the door, sweep the floor and all that 

good stuff - and with a smile - please step up; your Society needs you! So how many friends and 

neighbours are you bringing or have you letter box dropped about our Expo?  

 

I LOVED the fantastic Billbergia & Aechmea display at our February meeting! Many thanks to all 

who contributed, and particularly Len & Olive Trevor for the awesome Aechmea. We are so very 

lucky in SEQ QLD to have so many good growers who are willing to share their knowledge. 

 

After much work (yay Julie!) and consultation, the committee will soon release; our Model Rules, 

By-Laws and Conditions of Sale procedural documents for further member discussion and input. 

 
See you at the Expo, and before of course… 
 
Shane Weston   GCSBS.President@gmail.com   T: 0408 247 208 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Lesley Baylis, Andrew & Anna Cervenjak, Joan Mary Duffy, 

Tom & Gloria Dunbar, Jenni Fewtrell, Kevin Jeffrey, Russell Maloney, 
Stacey Panozzo, Margie Pettiona, Brad Prestwich, Jill Simpson,  

    Lorraine Stephenson, Kerry Tate, Cheryl Weaver 

 

We welcome these new and renewing members to our society. 
We hope you enjoy your time with us and encourage your 
participation in your group! Photos, articles, presentations, 

questions, floor sweeping are all welcomed! 
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2014 SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES’ EVENTS 
 

 Centro Tweed Shopping Centre 
August Thursday 7th, Friday 8th and Saturday 9th  

 The Pines (Elanora) Shopping Centre 
October Thursday 9th, Friday 10th and Saturday 11th  

 Southport Park Shopping Centre 
May  Thursday 8th, Friday 9th and Saturday 10th. 
November Thursday 6th, Friday 7th and Saturday 8th. 

 Helensvale Plaza Shopping Centre 
June  Thursday 12th and Friday 13th 

July  Thursday 10th and Friday 11th 
September Thursday 11th and Friday 12th 
December Thursday 11th and Friday 12th 

 Mudgeeraba Market Shopping Centre 
March Thursday 27th and Friday 28th 

April  Sunday 13th - MUDGEERABA STREET PARTY 
May  Thursday 29th and Friday 30th 
October Thursday 30th and Friday 31st 
 

Any member with 3 or more months membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of the above 
venues and dates. This register is available at each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines 

to be followed when representing us at these venues. For more information please contact Glenda Hodgson. 

 

 

BSI World Conference ‘Bromeliads in Paradise’ 
Honolulu Hawaii - 8 to 14 September 2014 
There is still time to register and save. Take a break and see some of the most amazing 
bromeliads that grow in the paradise islands of Hawaii. Check out the BSI web site for 
additional information – http://www.bsi.org/new/conference-corner/ 
 

ABC - Australasian Bromeliad Conference – ‘Bromsmatta 2015’ 
Parramatta, Sydney - 16 to 19 April 2015 
For those who like to plan in advance and maybe take advantage of a saving by taking 
advantage of the Early Bird Registration before April 30th 2014 - $260 pp. May 1, 2014 to 
Jan 31 2015 - $280, after January - $300. Check their website for more info at: 
http://www.bromeliad.org.au/Conference.htm   

http://www.bsi.org/new/conference-corner/
http://www.bromeliad.org.au/Conference.htm
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MORE ON VRIESEA ‘HIGHWAY BEAUTY’ 
 

It was pointed out to me at the January meeting that some of the content in my article 
(Bromlink Jan-Feb 2014 # 1, Vriesea ‘Laser’ -  page 23) concerning Vriesea ‘Highway Beauty’, 
Vriesea ‘Highway’ and Vriesea ‘RoRo’ was not completely correct, even though the 
information was sourced from the F.C.B.S. site for plant identification. 
 
To rectify the misleading information I would like to add: 
Vriesea ‘Highway Beauty’ is a plant being grown for many years in Australia under the 
formula (Vr. bituminosa X Vr. saundersii). It is variegated and appears to have had its origin 
in the U.S.A. If and when we come across a non-variegated version, this can be called just 
Vriesea ‘Highway’! Vriesea ‘Highway’, ‘Highway Beauty’. ‘RoRo, and ‘Shiraz’ are all closely 
linked. 
 
See article on Vriesea ‘Highway Beauty’ revisited by Derek Butcher in 2012 and published in 
the Bromeliad Cultivar Registrar. 
 
It has been suggested to me that perhaps the B.C.R. has more updated and correct 
information regarding plant identification and perhaps members should be encouraged to 
gather relevant information on plants from that source. 
 

Narelle Aizlewood. 
 
Vriesea ‘Highway Beauty’ (platynema NOT bituminosa x saundersii) and Vriesea ‘RoRo’ 
(saundersii x platynema) Revisited by Butcher 4/2012.  
 
This problem has been bugging me since 2001 when Peter Huddy thought he had solved the 
problem of two variegated vrieseas that had been imported to Australia under parentage 
formula from the USA. We know that parentage formulae are often reversed and that forms 
of variegation do vary. In 2011 Vriesea ‘Shiraz’ was registered. 
Vriesea ‘Shiraz’ 
Hybridist unknown, named by Peter Huddy, SA, Australia. Named in 1995 
(platynema x saundersii) Plant 60cm diam., flowering to 90cm high. Has never shown signs 
of variegation in 20 years cultivation in SA. Although this has the reverse parentage to that 
reported for the variegated ‘RoRo’ there appears to be great similarity and thus similar 
origins. 
Reg Doc by M Butcher 11/2011 
 
The only way to answer this problem was to try find someone in the USA who was still 
growing plants called V. bituminosa x saundersii (variegated) and this was Michael Kiehl of 
Michael’s Bromeliads in Florida. Michael promised to send me a photo of the plant in flower 
and did so in March this year. We now have photos of all plants involved in this saga. They 
have a red floral bract, yellowish sepals and light green petals. All have discolor leaves. 
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The problem seems to be on what was considered to be V. bituminosa when the hybrid was 
done many years ago. If we look at Flora Neotropica by Smith & Downs 1977 we will see 
that even the botanists had problems with identity involving V. platynema whereas, these 
days, most of us know how to identify V. bituminosa  with its brownish petals ( see Foster’s 
painting of his V. bituminosa for another problem regarding colour) 
The most likely scenario is that first we had platynema x saundersii (now called 'Shiraz') 
which sported variegation but some had different variegation and some bright individual 
felt one had ‘bituminosa’ in it not ‘platynema’ - and even reversed the parentage.  
We should continue to use the names 'Shiraz', 'Highway Beauty', ‘Highway’( non-variegated 
‘Highway Beauty’) and 'RoRo' because so many are growing plants under these names ( as 
well as saundersii x platynema AND platynema x saundersii plus or minus the notation 
‘variegated AND bituminosa !) but remember we are dealing in all probability with the same 
hybrid. In our experience the plant in Adelaide called 'RoRo' has a more stable variegation 
pattern but then this could be different in a different climate. All have the V. saundersii 
spotting of the leaves at some time in various intensities in their life to flowering. 
'Highway Beauty' was named from a plant in Adelaide, South Australia because it had so-
called ‘bituminosa’ in its parentage. This particular clone is still here but I would doubt that 
an offset actually escaped from here. The only logical solution is that growers in Australia 
and/or the USA were growing variegated plants with ‘bituminosa’ somewhere in the 
formula on the label and automatically assumed it must be 'Highway Beauty' . We know this 
happened in New Zealand where Peter Waters maintains their 'Highway Beauty' does not 
link to V. bituminosa. 
 
This is yet another example of non-action by the hybridist and while we now have a tenuous 
solution it is a muddled one. Previous writings on the subject follow: 
 
Vriesea ‘Highway Beauty’ (bituminosa x saundersii) and Vriesea ‘RoRo’ (saundersii x 
platynema) by Butcher 10/2009. 
Remember that since 2005 there is only one name for a variegated Bromeliad irrespective 
of the form of variegation it has. These forms can be added as adjectives if felt necessary. 
Towards the end of 1990’s Peter Huddy of Adelaide, acquired these variegated plants from 
Queensland under the formula as quoted and wondered why they had not been given 
names and registered them. Despite searches he was unable to trace a source but it seemed 
to be in Florida. In 2001 he decided to grandfather them into the system. The bituminosa 
reference took Peter to bitumen and thus ‘Highway’ and the other he used the nickname of 
his daughter. 
Strictly speaking only the plants named by Peter should have these names but what do you 
do with plants around the world with this quoted parentage. Formulas are so misleading. It 
is a pity these plants were not given names by the hybridist concerned or even by the 
person when the first variegation appeared. If anyone has information in this regard please 
contact the writer. 
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How accurate is this formula? Could the formula have been ‘corrected’ after the first 
release. Could the label have been carelessly written? We know that in the 1980’s little care 
was taken that the seed parent comes first. 
 
In my search for references to these parentages I tried all avenues. There is no reference in 
the Journal of the Brom. Soc. There is reference to a (bituminosa x saundersii) and reverse 
in Brian Smith’s 1984 Manuscript. This, no doubt, came from Hill’s 1984 catalogue which has 
reference to Bert Foster. One can only assume this was not variegated because this form 
always attracts a higher price. It would also seem to be the plant that got to Australia in July 
1986 and recorded in the ledger of PineGrove Nursery, NSW, under #2952. 
 
What is recorded for variegated plants? In 1993 we see in the catalogue for The Olive 
Branch, Qld reference to saundersii hybrid variegata and a saundersii hybrid albomarginata. 
Is there a tenuous link here? 
 
Vriesea (bituminosa x saundersii) References found 
1997 Pineapple Place, Florida, (saundersii x bituminosa) variegata - note reverse parentage 
2004 Michael’s Bromeliads, Florida, (bituminosa x saundersii) variegated 
 
Vriesea (saundersii x platynema) References found 
1986 Pine Grove Nursery #2941 (platynema x saundersii) variegated ( from USA) 
2004 Michael’s Bromeliads (saundersii x platynema) albomarginate 
 
See Bromeliad (NZ) 42(9): 2002 
From the Registrar by Gerry Stansfield 
This month we have two very interesting vrieseas that have been around. 
The second vriesea has been around for some time and unnamed is a cross between V. 
saundersii and V. bituminosa. I can remember seeing this plant in Harry Martin’s collection 
back in the late 1960’s and these came from the very famous Muriel Waterman’s collection, 
who was a hybridiser and seed grower, and remember that both bituminosa and saundersii 
are very old and early vrieseas, and it is possible that this lovely cross originates there. 
Anyway, this plant has been called ‘Highway’ and the connection is bituminosa sounds like 
bitumen for sealing our highways. Vriesea ‘Highway’ sported a variegated plant, and it is this 
we will show as Vriesea ‘Highway Beauty’. It is truly a lovely variegated plant and makes a 
fine specimen as we saw last month at our Auckland meeting with Marie Hesley’s plant 
from Hamilton. To add more confusion, there is another form and that is albomarginated. 
All these plants have multi bract spikes which they have taken from V. saundersii as V. 
bituminosa has a ladder type spike. 
 
Not to be confused with Vriesea ‘RoRo’, which is V. saundersii x V. platynema and can be 
variegated or albomarginated. 
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From Bromeliad (NZ) 48(11): 2008  

Vriesea 'Highway Beauty' a bit of a mystery- Article and photo by Peter Waters 
For many years we have been growing a very attractive variegated vriesea as 'Highway 
Beauty' but formerly under the formula bituminosa x saundersii. The name 'Highway 
Beauty' was registered in 2002 by Peter Huddy of Adelaide. Since then 'Highway' has been 
applied to the non-variegated version. In 2001 Peter Huddy registered a very similar plant as 
Vriesea 'RoRo' (saundersii X platynema). 
In New Zealand the plant first surfaced as Vriesea bituminosa x saundersii and eventually 
adopted the name ‘Highway Beauty'. For some time I have felt that there is something 
amiss here. Vriesea bituminosa is a very large wide-leafed bromeliad with a large dark patch 
on the leaf tips, and our 'Highway Beauty' seemed to resemble platynema more than 
bituminosa. However I didn't really worry too much until I had a Vriesea platynema var 
platynema flower. It had come from Elton Leme in Brazil and the floral bracts were a bright 
pinkish red, totally unlike Vriesea platynema var. variegata, a night-flowering plant, which 
has rather colourless flowers. Incidentally, EIton says that they are not the same species and 
he will at some time alter the name of platynema variegata back to its original name 
Vriesea gamba ( Currently hiding under V. jonghei! - Butcher). At this stage I began to 
wonder why the flower on our 'Highway Beauty' was bright pinkish-red. Vriesea saundersii 
has yellow floral bracts and petals and bituminosa has green or pale yellowish flowers like 
most night-flowering vriesea. At this time I am still trying to find a 'Highway Beauty' with a 
flower that is not red, and until I do, I am thinking that all our Vriesea ‘Highway Beauty' 
should be named Vriesea 'RoRo’. I remain to be convinced that ‘Highway Beauty' actually 
exists, at least in New Zealand.  
 

Editor’s note - this discussion is also going on in other journals. The Bromeliad Newslink 
published by the Western Australia Bromeliad Society (October-November 2013, pp 6-8) 

mentions many of the points Narelle makes. The author for the moment has decided to use 
the name Vr. RoRo for the variegated plant and Vr. Highway Beauty , for the albo-

marginated plant, until the Registrar makes official changes. 
 

Both these images are from the FCBS website ( http://fcbs.org/index.html)  
Can you spot the difference? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://fcbs.org/index.html
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1/ Sunday 18th May. Travelling to Len and Sheryl Waite’s 

garden at Upper Caboolture and later in the afternoon calling 
in to a garden at Mt. Gravatt owned by Eileen Burton. Eileen 
entered her garden in the Australian Open Garden Scheme last year for the very first time 
and had lots of interest. 
 
Bus approximate pickup times: 7.30am - Tugun, 7.50am - Carrara Community Centre and 
8am. - Coomera Service Centre. Approx. cost should be $25.00 pp. 
 
BYO lunch; which will be at Talbot Lodge (Len and Sheryl’s home.) 
 

2/ Saturday 2nd August. Peter and Denise Ball will welcome us at Joyner on the 

north side of Brisbane. Peter is a very active member of the Bromeliad Society of 
Queensland and has only recently relocated his home and garden to this property. 
 
After morning tea and a garden stroll we will continue on to The Olive Branch to Len and 
Olive Trevor’s garden. Here we will partake of some lunch (BYO) after which we will have a 
guided tour through the gardens and shade houses. BYO lunch. 
 
Bus approximate pickup times: 7.30am - Tugun, 7.50am - Carrara Community Centre and 
8am. - Coomera Service Centre. Approx. cost should be $25.00 pp. (To be confirmed.) 
  

3/ Sunday 26th October. The first garden to visit will be Viola and Neil Hamilton at 

Bahrs Scrub. Viola was a member of the GCSBS some time ago and often opens her garden 
for the Australian Open Garden Scheme but is not doing so this year. We will have morning 
tea at this venue. Viola will have plants for sale on the day. 
 
The second garden will be that of John and Ruth Higgins. John and Ruth are heavily involved 
in the Cactus and Succulent Society of Queensland and Ruth is instrumental in organising 
the Cactus and Succulent Conference in Brisbane this year, so their garden should look a 
dream.  
 
They relocated their home and plant collection a few years ago and have only now got it to 
a point where they are happy to accept visitors.  
 
You will need to BYO lunch and a chair. They will have plants for sale, and whilst they are 
heavily into cactus and succulents they also have a good collections of bromeliads. 
 

 All these gardeners will have plants for sale!!! 
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2014 Bromeliad & Succulent Autumn Expo 
  

~  Saturday 12th April 2014  ~  9am to 3pm  ~ Carrara Community Centre ~ 
 

Selling & Setup 
o Only financial members who have also attended a minimum of 5 General Meetings in 

the previous 12 months are eligible to sell plants at this show. Exception requests can 
be lodged in writing to the President. 

o Sales table orders close on April 1st with Shane Weston or Glenda Hodgson. 
o Succulents, Bromeliads and Tropical Plants only should be available for sale. 
o The Society's commission on sales will be the usual 10% and regular sales guidelines 

will apply to this event. 
o Set up for plant sales & display will be from 3pm until 6pm on Friday 11th April, and 

also on Saturday morning 12th April from 7am until 830am. 
o No sales, display or competition plants can be packed away prior to 3pm. 
o Members selling plants at the show should also provide quality plants for the display. 

 

Popular Vote Competition: 
Registrations will only be available from 4-6pm on Friday evening (April 11th) and again 
from 7-8am on Saturday morning. This will permit adequate time for plant display. 
Please print clearly on the registration form and present this form with your plants. You 
don’t have to register your plants in person; a friend may do this for you. Please indicate 
the category you are entering, the plant name and remember to write your name on the 
top of the sheet! A registration form is included loose leaf with this Bromlink. 
 
Three perpetual trophies will also be awarded as part of the Popular Vote Competition; 

 An overall bromeliad winner - The Roly Reilly Perpetual Trophy 

 An overall succulent winner - The Kathleen Henderson Perpetual Trophy 

 Judge’s Choice Best in Show - Trophy donated by The Orchid Den 

 
Popular Vote Competition Standards: 
 

 Only GCSBS financial members can participate. 

 There must be no member identifying marks on any competition plants. 

 Plants entered must have been owned by the exhibitor for at least six months 

 Pots and potting mix are to be dry with tank bromeliads empty of water. 

 Single members/family members may enter up to three (3) plants in each class 

 There will be five categories for succulents and thirteen categories for bromeliads 

 First, second and third place recognition medals will be awarded in each class - if 
applicable 
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2014 Popular Vote Competition 
 

 

 

A loose leaf flyer is included with this Bromlink for members to enter their plants in 

the Popular Vote. Your other plants would also be welcomed in our display please! 

Expo H E L P  
 

Helpers will be needed in many roles across the day on Saturday 12th April. 

Please if you can spare some time, see Shane or one of the committee. 

Other areas where all members can assist: helping visitors. Say g’day or maybe you’ve been 

asked a question or over hear something you can help with. Also, all of us should be 

cognisant of the actions of people at this event. We don’t need any price tag swapping or 

plants walking out the door for free…..but please never detain a person, report the matter 

& point them out to Shane or the nearest committee member. 

  Cryptanthus Day… 

The Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society extends and invitation to GCSBS members to attend 
a Cryptanthus day on 17th May 2014. 
 
This even is in honour of Bob & Mavis Paulsen and will be 
held at the Millwell Community Hall, Millwell Road, 
Maroochydore, commencing at 12 noon. 
 
Guest speakers include Margaret Paterson, Greg Aizlewood 
& Doug Cross. There will be a rare plant silent auction, 
show and tell table, lucky door prizes, plant sales, 
afternoon tea and all for free admission. 
 
Further enquiries:  Doug Cross 0418 750 827 or Carol Stewart (07) 5445 3488. 
 

Voting in this competition is only open to GCSBS members. 

What simple, single statement could we use at the GCSBS to best define  a succulent? 
 

“Our Society recognises a succulent plant as one which has the capacity to store 
moisture in its leaves, stems or roots or combinations of these.” 
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(Members make their own transport arrangements or organise car-pooling for Field Trips.) 
 

SUNDAY 23 MARCH at Greg and Narelle Aizlewood’s garden at  

15 Royal Palm Drive, Steiglitz. (Phone: 07 5546 1161 ) 
 
They will conduct two workshops on the day: 

1. Narelle will talk on propagating and offsetting bromeliads 

2. Greg will give practical demonstrations in relation to Tillandsias. 

Their lovely garden will be open from 9.00 am with workshops commencing at 10am AND a 
sausage and sizzle at about 12noon! (QLD Times) 
 

But wait there’s more…. 
 

John & Genny Catlan who live nearby to Greg & Narelle welcome members to drop in to 
their nursery after Greg & Narelle’s.  
 
They are at 17 Pelican Parade, Jacobs Well. (Phone: 07 55461 401) 
 
All are welcome to come along and participate in what will be a fun informative day! 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 

What’s that white stuff in my used brom pots? 
 
Have you ever emptied your bromeliad & mix 
from a pot and noticed this white stuff all 
around the inside of the pot? 
 

If so, welcome to mealybugs.  
 

Thoroughly wash the pot! DO NOT reuse 
without doing so, and DO NOT reuse the mix. 
 

I have found Confidor to be effective in 
eradicating mealybug initially. 
 

There are other ways to ensure they do not get established/get as bad as this pot picture 
and that involves an additive to the mix – diatomaceous earth or DE. 
 

For more info Google ‘bromeliads and mealybugs’. 
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ATMOSPHERIC TILLANDSIA  By Brian Dawson 
(From Journal of the Bromeliad Society of New Zealand Inc., October 2003 Vol. 43 No. 10) 

Xeric (From the Random House Dictionary: Xeric = of, pertaining to, or adapted to a dry 
environment.) tillandsias have a fascinating, magical, and captivating quality. Their 
morphology (structure, texture, colour) and habit of growth are enchanting and bizarre. 
Another attractive aspect of ‘atmospherics’ is their small size and clumping nature, rapidly 
in some cases, making balls or strings of plants. There is no real need for heavy pots of soil 
to succeed in an attractive display. 

The roots of xerophytic tillandsias are possibly exclusively anchoring devices, as they 
evolved to fix the plant securely to non-nutritive surfaces. In nature their seeds are blown 
from their pods and drift onto stable parts of trees, shrubs, cacti, or rocks. After 
germination, fixing or holding roots, greenish yellow in colour, emerge to hold the plant 
firmly in place. They dry into a wiry, immovable mass. The plants can grow in any direction, 
depending on where the seed lands. This means that under cultivation they are able to be 
mounted horizontally or upside down, enabling rot-inducing water to drain from the centre 
of the rosette. 

The pale silver, grey colour of xeric tillandsias is the result of ‘wing’ cells covering the 
leaves, stems, and scapes. The individual wings raise and lower as the plant dries and then 
is watered. These cellular structures are attached to other cells which have evolved to open 
and close on the skin of the leaves and are called “trichomes”. When open, the transfer of 
water, gas and nutrients takes place. As well as facilitating feeding, the trichomes can act as 
reflectors of sunlight which could damage the leaves, and also aid in drying the epidermis 
after watering. In nature it has been found that nutrient-rich dust blows into the 
atmosphere from the deserts of Africa and crosses the Atlantic Ocean via the jet stream to 
South America, where it falls in rain, dew, and fog, etc., settling on bromeliads. 

Have these plants evolved to take advantage of this specialized food source? It seems so, as 
epiphytic bromeliads are endemic to the Americas. However, in order to feed our exotic 
species, we must use liquid foliar food. To try to emulate their natural conditions, we must 
restrict our watering (feeding) to warm days and summertime and allow absorption of 
health-giving minerals as the plants dry and cool off. The movement of air around the 
plants provides them with the gases they need to survive and to help in drying. As their 
natural winter habitat is cool, but dry, we need to cease watering and provide shelter from 
the cold rains of our winter. A few species can survive light frosts, but it is best not to risk 
damage to the plants, as rot is more susceptible during the cold and wet months. 

Tillandsias of the deserts, savannahs, and mountains regions require a high amount of light. 
Therefore, it is best to protect our plants under plastic or Novalite-style roofing. This will 
keep off an unacceptable amount of water and frost, but allow bright, filtered light. 

http://www.bromeliad.org.au/news/Ill0105.htm
http://www.bromeliad.org.au/news/Ill0105.htm
http://www.bromeliad.org.au/news/Ill0105.htm
http://www.bromeliad.org.au/news/Ill0105.htm
http://www.bromeliad.org.au/news/Ill0105.htm
http://www.bromeliad.org.au/news/Ill0105.htm
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If you provide the four basic requirements of Tillandsias, you will have no problem growing 
healthy, showy plants. 

· Firstly, a solid mounting, such as wood or rock, enables the plant to feel secured and 
growth will commence. Many species will exist with no mounting, but growth will usually 
be much slower. 
· Secondly, dunking, or misting with rainwater containing liquid fertilizer, will feed your 
plants—daily in the summer or twice weekly is often more than necessary. If the leaves are 
curling tube-like, it means the plant is possibly stressed from lack of moisture. 
· Bright, filtered light and air movement around the plant, with warmth and humidity during 
the day, round off the requirements for healthy growth. Xeric tillandsias will reward you 
with slow but attractive growth, and flowers of various colours, and sometimes scent. They 
are beautiful by day or night, when a flashlight illuminates them eerily. 

There are always failures and disappointments, as it is extremely difficult to reproduce 
exactly the natural environment of each species. However, the successes and surprises of 
exceptional growth of these unbelievable plants will be a delight to you for many years. 

References: 
Baensch, “Blooming Bromeliads” 

Isley, Paul T. III, “Tillandsia” 

 The GCSBS have some very informative tillandsia books in our library – why not check 
them out? 

 

Tillandsia tectorum - Jubones River - Ecuador 
Photo by Julie Hewetson, 2011. 
 
 

Tillandsia streptophylla 

Photo by Jeanette Henwood  

http://www.bromeliad.org.au/news/Ill0105.htm
http://www.bromeliad.org.au/news/Ill0105.htm
http://www.bromeliad.org.au/news/Ill0105.htm
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Cultivar Name Changes - A Facebook conversation with Geoff Lawn’s comments. 
Vriesea ‘Big Red Fosteriana’ 
 
(The comments below by Geoff Lawn, 
BSI Cultivar Registrar, are published as a 
result of Geoff’s suggestion to me {Shane 
Weston} that some good information is 
often exchanged on Facebook and then 
lost as other conversations and pictures 
are added. I initially posted on Facebook 
my photo, shown here, of one of my 
favourite Vrieseas, V. 'Big Red 
Fosteriana'. Other people commented on 
why it was now not just called V. ‘Big 
Red’ as we had known it as for years.)  

 
“With cultivar name changes we try to minimise the impact. Grant Groves' hybrid V.'Big Red' 
and this Queensland cultivar V.'Big Red' were just 2 of 270 duplicate, triplicate and even 
quadruple names for different cultivars festering in the BCR* for years. They needed sorting 
out because in 2010 the new BSI BCR software in matching up photo file captions, couldn't 
make that distinction--just like some growers. In an increasingly-hybridised bromeliad 
world, you simply cannot have duplicate or triplicate cultivar names because it's just too 
confusing for all concerned, more so nowadays where technology allows us instant 
international communication and plants can travel world-wide. Creating the name V. 'Big 
Red Fosteriana' is allowable under I.C.N.C.P. Rules and for cultivars it makes more sense 
than putting the linked species name first in the title, as the 2 cultivars concerned were both 
formerly known as 'Big Red'. Popular usage without reference to the BCR is hard to 
overcome. All too often I find an unregistered cross can be in many collections under 3 or 4 
different names--no wonder novices cannot tell Arthur from Martha. Similarly, hybrids 
released under formula only are a nightmare, as it identifies the parents but not the 
individual grex cultivar. That's the great strength of the BCR--it standardises and formalises 
cultivar names as a reference point, more so if the breeder registers an official name and 
official photo himself/herself so we know its true identity--hopefully it stops non-de-plumes 
or charlatan plants masquerading under that unique name. For growers who care about 
correct I.D. labelling and spelling, the BCR needs checking constantly.” 
 

* BSI BCR = Bromeliad Society International Bromeliad Cultivar Register at 
http://registry.bsi.org/  

 

 To join the GCSBS on Facebook – contact/friend Shane Weston 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out this great website by member Kathleen Henderson of 
Kathallan Exotic Plants and Garden. http://www.kathallan.com/ 

 

http://registry.bsi.org/
http://www.kathallan.com/
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See you at the Expo! 

Bromelioideae Pitcairnioideae Tillandsioideae 
 

 Acanthostachys  
 Aechmea 
 Ananas  
 Androlepis  
 Araeococcus  
 Billbergia 
 Bromelia  
 Canistropsis  
 Canistrum  
 Cryptanthus  
 Deinacanthon  
 Disteganthus  
 Edmundoa  
 Eduandrea  
 Fascicularia  
 Fernseea 
 Greigia  
 Hohenbergia  
 Hohenbergiopsis  
 Lymania  
 Neoglaziovia  
 Neoregelia  
 Nidularium  
 Ochagavia  
 Orthophytum  
 Portea  
 Pseudaechmea  
 Pseudananas  
 Quesnelia  
 Ronnbergia  
 Ursulaea  
 Wittrockia 

 Brewcaria 
 Brocchinia 
 Connellia  
 Cottendorfia  
 Deuterocohnia  
 Dyckia  
 Encholirium  
 Fosterella  
 Hechtia  
 Lindmania 
 Navia 
 Pepina 
 Pitcairnia  
 Puya  
 Sequencia 
 Steyerbromelia  

 

 Alcantarea  
 Catopsis  
 Glomeropitcairnia  
 Guzmania  
 Mezobromelia  
 Racinaea  
 Tillandsia  
 Vriesea  
 Werauhia 

 

Bromeliad Genera List for your 2014 Autumn Expo 
Popular Vote Competition entries 

 

Please use the loose leaf 
insert included with this 
Bromlink to register your 

plants for the Popular Vote 
Competition. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acanthostachys
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aechmea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ananas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Androlepis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Araeococcus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billbergia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bromelia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canistropsis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canistrum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cryptanthus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deinacanthon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disteganthus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmundoa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eduandrea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fascicularia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fernseea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greigia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hohenbergia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hohenbergiopsis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lymania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neoglaziovia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neoregelia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nidularium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ochagavia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orthophytum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pseudaechmea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pseudananas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quesnelia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronnbergia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ursulaea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brewcaria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brocchinia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connellia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cottendorfia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deuterocohnia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dyckia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encholirium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fosterella
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hechtia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pitcairnia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puya_(genus)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sequencia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steyerbromelia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcantarea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catopsis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glomeropitcairnia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guzmania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mezobromelia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racinaea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tillandsia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vriesea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Werauhia

